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VOUTD guests 1 4 sugy
non-affensive way?

With each holida
parties, and with partl
come trash. So don't forget
that even at a party, every-
one likes to pitch in and
make a difference,

I the 5 weeks between
Thauaksgiving and New
Years Day, household wasitx
increases by more than 25
percent. Added food waste,
shopping bags. packaging,
wrapping paper. bows and
ribbons, disposable pla
cups, and flatware — it 4l
adds up to an additional 1
mitlion tons a week to our
Jandfills nationwide, There
are various ways you can
encourage recycling at your
parties by making it gasy
and readily available.

Make it easy

The best way to make
your gathering inore eco-
friendly is to make it obvious
and easy to recycle, Instead
of having five trashcans
throughout the house
or meeting space, place
containers clearly marked
for recycling, Place the
containers in obvious spots
that are £asy and convenient
to use. For example, place a
recycling container by the
food table, in the kitchen
and other places people are
going to sit anid chat.

Have only one trashean
in a central location where
people can discard any non-
recyclable material, Make

5

sure to place recyvele bins
next to the trashean with
a sign on the hcan that
says, "Can | lse recycled?”
with arrows pointing toward
the recyeling containers.
You may also want 1o have
a bin next to the trashcan
for unused food that can
be used in your backyvard
compost or to use as food for
youy pets or livestork. You
should adopt the raantra "No
can stands alone”, meaning
where you have 3 trash can,
you should always offer a
recycling opportunity, When
given the spportunity to
recycle, most people choose
to do the right thing,

To make sure you are
up to date on what can be
ecycled here in Douglas
County, log onto www.Rewy -
clePowerorg,

Use recycled poods

Buy or use recycled
jtems for your dw orations,
dishware and gift-wrapping.
Avoid spending money on
new iterms as much as pos-
sible, as this will only add
to the waste accumulated
by holiday season. Use or
make decorations from
everyday household items
such as brown paper bags,
Purchase recycled paper or
plastic dishware that can
be reryeled again. You can
find prodocts made from
recycled materials at most
stores these days. By pur-
chasing goods made from
recycled material, you are
contributing to an economy
that erobraces vecyrling,

Our grandparents had
it vight

We have become a soci-
ety that in many Instances
values convenience over
stewardship. Don't forget
what our grandparents
taught ug about conserva
tion and sayings; by reusing
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something you will always
save money, and in many
mstany
This is no less true whe
it comes to dishes. By us-
ing dlrah -

da not have to purchase
replacaments, You aiso
have 1o man:
make 4 signifi JI‘U
impact on the #
save money, ani s
exarnpie 1o your guests and
children.

tven if you recycle any
plastic dishware or composi
paper plates and papkins
{which you shiould}, vou
are still spending the extre
money on disposable Whl!t’
continuing (o consume en-
ergy and natural resources
which otherwise could have
been avoided by employ-
ing the example set by our
wrmdp arents

Do the dirty work

Unfortunately, 4
deeds come with sacrifice,
and at the end of the night
someone will have to ruin-
mage through the recyeling
and trash to make sure
things ended up where they
belong Have someone, ov
you yourself, go through
each recycling bin to make
sure that theve sn't any
trash thrown in it by mis-

o1 a better
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Lake. W;m rate the plastis

any ru.yv]ab!e tems -
cidentally got thrown oui. |

Make note if there are any |
items that you can compost,
such as used coffee and tea, ,
food contaminsted paper {
or food byprodunts ¢
coffee and tea are great for
2 garden or as a soll coodi
tioner. Food laden paper and
food byproducis make graat
additions 1o cormpost. Try o
elitninate as much was
nossible by finding creative
and innovative ways 10 use
the stuff Jeft over. Everyih
else either needs 1o go into
the trash, compo
recycling bin,

Your holiday party this
season doesnthave 1o a
1 the waste that Ameri-
cans produce during the
season. By nnpim;,em' )
few simple ideas and a little
work to your party, yoi
encouwrage recycling and
make a difference this year
and the years to come, Jt
these small steps combined
that can make a real impact
on people, our community,
and our world.

Don't forget to reduce,
retse, and recycle to “Trash
Douglas County Less!”

Half Ham $229

Smoked Turkey $259 g,




